
ANNEX 2

Advisory Group on Interdisciplinary Research
Mandate and Terms of Reference

Mandate

The AGIR will:

1. Make general recommendations and provide advice to the Reallocations Committee on the
review and funding mechanisms to be used at various stages of the reallocations process for
interdisciplinary initiatives presented in submissions, joint proposals and briefs.

2. Provide input and advice on the treatment of interdisciplinary research in NSERC’s Research
Grants Program.  The role of the AGIR may be expanded in the future to encompass all of
NSERC’s programs (Research Partnerships and Scholarships and Fellowships). It may also
examine the treatment of proposals whose subject matter crosses federal granting council
boundaries, and whether such proposals are well-served by current Tri-Council programs and
joint funding mechanisms.

3. Make recommendations and provide advice on how to encourage interdisciplinary research
within existing NSERC programs.

Membership

A member of Council or of CORG will chair the advisory committee and a member of CORG
will be appointed as an observer. Depending on the scope of the committee’s mandate (as
described in item 3 above), 5-6 other members would be selected from:

• Recent chairs or members of GSC 21
• Members of multidisciplinary NCEs and other multidisciplinary collaborative projects
• Other well-respected, interdisciplinary researchers in the community (including researchers

with experience in a range of NSERC programs)

Terms of Reference

The advisory group will work on two main aspects: (1) recommendations for the Reallocations
Exercise and (2) recommendations for the Research Grants program.  The committee may
choose to expand to a second phase involving other NSERC programs and the other Councils.
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Reallocations Exercise

The advisory group could initially address the following questions:

1. How should interdisciplinary research be considered in the Reallocations Exercise?

2. How should interdisciplinary initiatives presented in reallocations documents (submissions,
joint proposals and briefs) be reviewed?

3. Should there be specific criteria or factors taken into account in the Reallocations Exercise
for interdisciplinary research?

4. Should there be a separate funding envelope or mechanism for interdisciplinary proposals?

5. What role could the advisory group play throughout the Reallocations Exercise?

6. Are there changes related to interdisciplinary research that should be made to the
Reallocations Exercise for the fourth round which begins in 2004/5?

Research Grants

The advisory group should address two broad questions related to the treatment of
interdisciplinary proposals in the Research Grants Program:

1. Are interdisciplinary proposals fairly treated by the Research Grants Program’s discipline-
based evaluation process?  If not, how should NSERC correct any inequalities?

2. Should NSERC be providing special incentives through the Research Grants Program to
encourage researchers to pursue interdisciplinary lines of research?  If so, how should these
incentives be provided?


